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Synthetic Opioids: The Unknown Facts and Hidden Risks

The abuse of fentanyl has grown exponentially. In 2021
alone, there were 5x as many deaths from fentanyl than
there were five years prior.2
•

Naloxone continues to be an effective drug in
reversing overdose with opioids, including the
synthetic opioids, however larger doses of
naloxone are required to reverse the effects of
synthetics than commonly used3.
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Over the past several years, there has been an increasing trend of death caused from synthetic opioids. In
2020 through April of 2021, more than 100,000 deaths from overdose occurred which was the highest in
U.S. history. Of the 100,000 more than 60% of the deaths involved synthetic opioids.1

4 of 10 Drugs
containing
fentanyl, have
enough to kill. 2

of overdose cases in Milwaukee County contained fentanyl.5
of Heroin tested in Milwaukee using Fentanyl strips contained fentanyl.5

Novel "nitazene",
'Isotonitazene',
found locally!

In Wisconsin and Illinois, isotonitazene alone is
believed to have contributed to more than 40
deaths in Cook County and Milwaukee County
in the first seven months of 2020.6

NOTICE: Point of care testing, and immuno-assays, may have as high as a 34% false positive/39% false negative rate
due to the limited specificity these assays can provide.7 These assays also will identify fentanyl alone, not which
fentanyl is present. Assurance utilizes definitive testing using liquid chromatography and tandem mass spectrometry
(LC/MS/MS), which minimizes false negative and false positives and yields a positive result for both fentanyl and its
metabolites as well as Isotonitazene and other Fentanyl Analogs.8,9
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